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Meeting: 2nd September, "Photographing on Safari" 
Speaker: Mr. I. McCann, 
Meeting : 7th October, Work Night. Venue: Creswick School of 
Forestry. 
Excursion: 4th September, Point Henry, Reedy Lake, Ocean Grove. 
Leader: Dr. F. Harrap. 
Excursion: 9th October, Werribee, Bacchus Marsh. 


President: Dr F. HARRAP Phone 301651 - Meetings are held 1st floor S.M.B. 


Vice-pres: Mr W. MURPHY Phone 323289 Barkly Street Annexe 7.30 p.m. 
Secretary: Miss H.BURGESS Phone 312210 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 
Treasurer: Mrs FWILLIAMSON Phone 327631 SAREE PR er ance RARMSIRON GRSTREETS} 


BALLARAT, AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS. 
Editor: | Mrs P. MURPHY Phone 32 3289 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY, 


REPORTS ; 


Mrs. M. Rotheram 


There were approximately 70 cattle 
eprets near Colac and at least one 
bird seen to be banded. 


Dr. F. Harrap - About 25 cattle egrets south of the 
Southern Drive-in, 
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MEETING - FILMS. 
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This is a fascinating story of Australia's biggest 
river system and of the land that relies on its water. Water 
is the life-blood of this country and surely we are not 
really self-sufficient in that. The history of the river 
was shown and a lesson, no doubt to everyone, but perhaps 
we should think more about this river. The amount of 
irrigation and the salt that is washed back is a concern to 
all people, 

The idea of a very large city, as thought up by our 
politicians (Albury and Wodonga), would only add more to 
the pollution, Going further, in the film, to Kinchiga 
National Park and to the Darling River, we saw one of our 
most lovely and interesting areas, Then to our Camp-out to 
part of this old sea~bed at the Little Desert, added further 
interest. 


The Right Whale (Eubalaena glacialis). 

Sometimes called the Southern Right Whale, this is 
one of our largest whales with a length of up to 18 metres 
and a weight up to 73,000 kgs. These whales were called the 
Right Whale by the whale-men because they were the right 
whales to catch, with up to 45% of the body weight in 
blubber and baleen. It is a slow swimmer with a top speed of 
9.5 k.p.h. and is found in the coastal waters of southern 
Australia and up the east coast in the cool temperate seas 
in summer and the warmer seas in winter, They have been 
totally protected since 1936 when whaling had almost wiped 
them out. It is thought that 1,000 individuals were remaining. 


Ze 


However, it is good news when we see them, with 
their young, in waters around the coast. Perhaps it is a 
sign of their recovery, 

This film evening was enjoyed by all. Mr. Harvey 
Hooper thanked those who arranged the evening, 


L.Fink, 


Grey winter hath gone like a wearisome guest 
And behold for repayment, 

September comes in with the wind of the west 
And the spring in her raiment. 


H.kK. 
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EXCURSION - BRISBANE RANGES. 
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On Sunday, 7th August, members set out for a day 
in the Brisbane Ranges. We were joined by more members at 
Meredith where Lyndsay and Lorraine Fink welcomed us with 
morning tea, We then enjoyed a tour of Lyndsay's garden, a 
feature being a planned native section where correas were 
in full bloom, 

We were fortunate to have Lyndsay leading the 
party, and to also have as his right hand man, Rert Boardman, 
who has lived in the area for 77 years. Lyndsay and Bert 
were a fund of knowledge about the fauna, flora and the 
local history, 

Our first stop was at the historic ghost town of 
Steiglitz (the original spelling, Stieglitz, was changed 
at the turn of the century) and Bert gave us an interesting 
account of the history of the area, Also at this stop, it 
was pointed out that the ironbark trees grow in certain 
aspects and not in others. 

Then on to Track 21 in the Brisbane Ranges 
National Park for our next stop, where we found Golden 
Wattle, the Ploughshare Wattle, Climbing Sundews and the 
Golden Grevillea (which grows only in this locality and in 
Gippsland). Over 50 varieties of orchid grow in the Brisbane 
Ranges and four seen flowering were Pterostylis nana, 
Pterostylis vittata, Pterostylis concinna and Pterostylis 
longifolia, Phytophthora cinnamomi (cinnamon fungus), 
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was prevalent here and, according to Bert, is found on 
clay and spreads where drainage carries it along. 
Margaret observed her first bird for the day - 
a yellow robin. A koala was sighted in a nearby eucalypt, 
but perhaps the highlight of the day was the discovery of 
a pair of powerful owls. These birds feed on ringtail 
possums, rabbits, feral cats and sometimes young koalas. 
We were told that there are about five pairs of powerful 
owls in the Brisbane Ranges. 

After lunch, Jack's new van created much interest 
for those would-be travellers. Then,in brilliant sunshine, 
we headed down Sawpit Valley Road, with Golden Wattles, 
Hakeas and Dusty Miller springing to life on either side. 

Old mining sites seen during the day included 
the Albion Quarry Mine and, along the Durdidwarrah Track, 
the Ballarat Mine and the Malakoff Mine, The experts saw — 
many gems along the way including violets and beautiful 
mosses. Bert had many stories to tell about what had been 
once a thriving area. ; 

The day finished at 4.30 p.m. when we returned 
home along the old Ballan Road, Many thanks to Lyndsay 
and Bert. 


J. Dale. 
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BALLARAT CAMP - OUT 14th - 16th October, 1983. 
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W.V.F.N.C.A. Camp-out and Meeting, hosted by the Field 
Naturalists' Club of Ballarat. 


Venue: Lady Northcote Camp on Glenmore Road, approximately 
16km west of Bacchus Marsh. 


Areas to be explored will probably include the Werribee 
Gorge, Mallee country near Lake Merrimu and an interesting 
area off the Ballan-Ingliston Road. 


During the Peregrine falcon breeding season, a part of 
Werribee Gorge will be closed to the public. In 1982, the 
falcons bred successfully. Our proposed Werribee Gorge 
excursion takes a path on the opposite cliff of the 
Gorge. 


Pe 
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A TIP FOR SUNDEW STUDIERS ; 


For a few years I have had trouble trying to 


remember how to distinguish the two common species of tall 
sundews, whose specific names are auriculata and peltata, 


a te ae eee ee ee 


of leaves, as well as dark hairs on the back of the 
flower(sepals), while auriculata lacks these. At last I 


with a, lacks them- so - 


a = absent = auriculata, 
and, 


iF 


p 
Why didn't I think of it before? 


present = peltata, 


R. Thomas. 
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KNOW YOUR FORESTS 
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On the second Thursday of each month, it is 
proposed to walk in the local forests. The next walk 
will again be to Enfield. Bring your lunch, binoculars, 
note book, walking shoes, etc. 

Meet at 1320 Dana Street at 10.a.m,. Enquiries 
from Helen, phone 31 2210 or Pat, phone 32 3289, 
Beginners Welcome, 
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NATIVE PLANTS FACING EXTINCTION. 

Australia's flora contains some 28,000 
recorded species and it is said that thousands more are 
still waiting to be named and described. About 85% of the 
species are found only in this country and any of them 
rendered extinct become lost to the world. 

In less than 200 years, 76 Australian species 
are presumed to have become extinct and 200 or more are 
on the endangered list. One species, Hakea pulvinifera, is 
believed to have been wiped out when a parking area was 
constructed on the site of the last remaining plants. 


It is thought that Stylidium coroniforme (the 
Wongan Trigger Plant) may be saved — only two known plants 
exist. Half a dozen species, each represented by less than 
ten plants, may also be rescued. 

The greatest number of extinctions have occurred — 
and most endangered species are found - in those parts of the 
country that have been intensely developed for urban, agric-— 
ultural and pastoral uses. The most affected areas are the 
south west of Western Australia, southern Victoria and the 
coast of New South Wales. It is estimated that agriculture 
and grazing have adversely affected 73% of the species 
presumed extinct and 85% (170) of the endangered species, 
Since woodland has most often been cleared for food product- 
ion,it =zs the highest number of extinct and endangered 
species, 

Horticultural collecting has meant special 
attention to orchids and insectivorous plants - many rare 
species attract high species, Fortunately no Australian 
species have as yet become extinct but collecting has placed 
13 species under threat - nine of them orchids. 

Though many national parks and reserves have 
been set up in Australia, of the 200 endangered species 
described in "Extinct and Endangered Australian Plants" 
(Leigh, Boden and Briggs. Macmillan 1983), only 45 are 
known to occur in them, The remainder are found on private 
land, road verges, unreserved Crown land and managed 
forests, 

Botanic gardens can help a lot in ensuring a 
plant's continued existence: by propagating and multiplying, 
by establishing seed banks and by letting us know which species 
are in greatest need of conservation. 

The National Botanic Gardens in Canberra and 
other botanic gardens are caring for rare species and 59 are 
now in "custody". Efforts are being made to take in all the 
remainder, 


(with acknowledgements to ECOS, Spring 1983). 
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The Australian Academy of Science has recently 


published a collection of papers dealing with endangered 
Australian plants and animals. Entitled "Species at Risk: 
Research in Australia", the book contains the results of 
several research projects funded by World Wildlife Fund 
Australia including Project 1: A Survey of the Orange- 
bellied Parrot in Tasmania and South Australia. 

The book would make a valuable addition to any 
reference library and may be obtained by contacting the 
Australian Academy of Science, P.O. Box 783, Canberra City, 
A.C.T. 2601. 
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BIRD OBSERVING AT THE BITTERN LAGOON 
The arrival of a small flock of Plumed Tree-duck 
at Bittern Lagoon has created keen interest among bird 
observers. A flock of 16 was noted by Wally Coles during a 
bird count on August 28th. The newly opened hide provided a 
good vantage point to see the birds roosting on an island. 
The Plumed Tree-duck, also known as the Grass 
Whistling-duck, is a northern species, seen only infrequently 
in its southern range. Although it has been recorded in the 
Clunes, Beaufort and Skipton areas, according to "Birds of 
the Ballarat Region", its presence in the district is a rarity. 
Of quiet disposition, the bird has beautifully 
marked plumage with a richly barred chestnut breast, pink 
legs, a stippled marking on the bill and the distinctive 
creamy tufts of feathers on the flank, After leaving the 
lagoon on Sunday, I had the good fortune to see a pair bath- 
ing and preening on a farm dam beside the road, and watched 
them at close quarters from the car for about 10 to 15 min- 
utes - dipping their heads in the water, splashing, shaking 
their feathers and stretching their wings and bodies to show 
the creamy abdomen, Eventually they flew off with distinctive 
trailing legs in flight and high pitched squeaking whistles. 
Bittern Lagoon is obviously proving very attractive 
to birds already. A number of swans are sitting on nests. 


M. Rotheram, 
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W.V.F.N.C.A. CAMP-OUT 
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On the Friday evening of the W.V.F.N.C.A. Camp- 
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out, the Little Desert Lodge was the venue for the launching 
of "Little Desert Wildlife.An Illustrated Checklist" by I.R. 
McCann, The launching was witnessed by a very large audience 
of local residents and visiting naturalists. The publication 
is a checklist of birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians 

of the Little Desert and will be a very useful reference 
book for visitors to the area, ; 


Hons ham Ganne ani 

The F.N.C. of Ballarat was well represented at this 
most enjoyable week-end camp-out. Although near freezing 
conditions prevailed each night, campers were rewarded by 
two beautiful days in the very pleasant surroundings of the 
Little Desert National Park. Our host, the Horsham Field 
Naturalists' Club, is to be congratulated on providing 
excellent organization of the week-end's activities.These 
included two walks in various parts of the Little Desert, 
a well scheduled meeting in the evening and an excursion to 
Mt. Arapiles via the banksia country which was devastated 
by the severe 1982 frosts. 

Perhaps a highlight of the week-end was seeing 

a working mallee-fowl mound and a glimpse of. one of these 
remarkable birds. They are inhabiters of this mallee-type 
country and other similar dry scrubland in Australia. 

Our excursions on the Saturday were led by 
National Parks Service Rangers, Just some of the many 
interesting plants seen during these walks were Desert 
Banksia, Sweet Appleberry, Tangled Lignum, Fringed Heath- 
myrtle, Nealie, Grey Mulga, Black Box, Bull Mallee, Oyster 
Bay Pine and the Scarlet Mintbush, 

The week-end concluded with a most pleasant 
climb to the summit of Mt. Arapiles where we were rewarded 
with extensive views of the surrounding country, including 
farmland, the Mitre Rock and the extensive salt and fresh- 
weter lakes and swamps. The afternoon bird list included 
a Peregrine Falcon, Nankeen Kestrel and Wedge-tailed Eagles, 
whilst the plant list included Rock Correas, Fairy Wax- 
flowers, Round-leaf Mintbushes and quite large shrubs of 
Wallowa, Rock Wattle and Hop-bush. 


P.M. 
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ts Club of 
Barkly street, on 


Agenda for the Ge y 
Ballarat, to be held at the 
Friday, 


The Presiddnt will open the meeting. 
Apologies. 
Minutes « 


Business arising from Minutes yey 
SGAP Nature Show 8.4 " Octhher 


Correspondence ~ Inward : 


Kingston Tours. 
Victorian Naturalist Vol 100 No 4 July 
Conservation in Victoria. 
Western Plains Symposium. 
Mr John Deckert re Escorted Outback Tours. i 
Mr E.T. Oppy re Midland Highway Roadside Reserves 4 
ACF Newsletter Vol 15 No 7 August 83. ‘ 
Fund for Animals Newsletter Vol 3 No 2 August 83. thi tpea — 
Fighting Fire with Fire - Symposium. 
CCV notice of meeting - Alpine Resorts Commission Bill. 
WWEA Newsletter No 16 July - September 1983, conservation 

program. 
North-Eastern Naturalist No 77 
Sun Nat Vol 21 No 8 Augus 
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Other. 
General Business : 


Nomination of new memoers. 
WVENCA re campout. 


Guest Speaker +: Mr I. Mc@ann - 


"Photographing on Safari" 


Excursion : 


Point Henry, Reedy Lake. 
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